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THE NATURAL HISTORY MUSEUM LIBRARY
WHEN the Natural History collections were transferred to South Kensing-
ton, it was naturally thought and hoped by many whose interests were narrowly
scientific that the books and manuscripts in botany, zoology, entomology and
mineralogy, and especially those in the Sloane and Banks collections, would
accompany them. The Trustees, however, decided that to allow this would
destroy the encyclopedic character of the Museum Library.
It therefore became necessary to form a fresh library, in addition to those
of the Departments themselves, to which the objection to the move did
not apply. The Trustees obtained an additional grant from the Treasury for
the purpose, and have followed it up with regular annual allocations.
B. B, Woodward was placed in charge of it. As a result, a very large General
Library has been built up at South Kensington, consisting of printed books
and periodicals, manuscripts, maps and drawings. The special strength of the
Library is undoubtedly in the works and literature relating -to Linnaeus,
whose favourite pupil, Solander, had been one of the Museum's first Natural
History Assistants; and in this field it owes much to the present Librarian's
immediate predecessor, Basil Soulsby, previously in charge of the Map
Room in the Printed Books at Bloomsbury.
Catalogue of the Books> Manuscripts, Maps and Drawings in the British
Museum (Natural History).   By B. B. Woodward, B. H. Soulsby
and A. C. Townsend.    5 vols. + Suppl. 3 vols., 1903-40.
In anticipation of the then impending bicentenary of the birth of Linnaeus
the Natural History Museum issued in advance of its normal appearance the
section of the General Catalogue comprising that heading. Titles of books at
Bloomsbury but not at South Kensington were supplied (by W. R. Wilson)
and incorporated.
A Catalogue of the Works of Linnaeus^ and publications more immediately
relating thereto, preserved in the Libraries of the British Museum,
Bloomsbury, and the British Museum (Natural History), South Ken-
sington. 1907,
The value of Soulsby's wort may be seen by comparing the 27 pages of
this with the 246 of the second edition, whose appearance he just did not
live to see:
A Catalogue. , . . Secoud edition.    1933-
345